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Academic integrity is a cornerstone of ethical scholarship and fair and credible higher education. However,
many students — particularly those from underrepresented backgrounds (Bretag et al., 2019; Devlin et al.,
2018; Dockery et al., 2016; Webb et al., 2024) such as international, low socio-economic, and regional, rural
and remote cohorts - struggle to understand its principles and institutional expectations (Birks et al., 2020;
Locquiao & Ives, 2020, 2024; McCabe et al., 2012; Waltzer & Dahl, 2023). These challenges are often shaped by
systemic barriers, which can lead to disproportionate rates of unintentional misconduct, disadvantage
(Dockery et al., 2016; Webb et al., 2024), and poorer learning experiences. Existing academic integrity
education often fails to address these inequities (Bretag et al., 2019; McCabe et al., 2012) relying on generic,
compliance-focused, one-size-fits-all approaches that do not fully meet the needs of these diverse learners.

This project addresses these gaps by creating interactive digital resources that promote ethical decision-
making and academic resilience for all students. Unlike traditional technology enhanced learning models, it
embeds inclusive design and student co-creation at its core. Students were engaged as active partners in the
design of these resources, ensuring their voices shape both pedagogical and practical decisions. Grounded in
constructivist learning theory, this project drew on inclusive education design, and students-as-partners
frameworks (Cresswell, 2011; Gravett et al., 2020; Tennyson, 2010). Constructivist principles informed the use
of authentic, scenario-based learning to support ethical reasoning, while iterative co-design cycles, guided by
the students-as-partners approach, ensured the materials reflected diverse perspectives and needs.

The project was implemented across multiple phases, using both quantitative and qualitative methods to
investigate students’ knowledge and understanding of academic integrity. Results from an online
questionnaire showed that while most students could correctly identify plagiarism, fewer understood subtler
concepts such as paraphrasing and correct referencing. Focus group discussions further highlighted varied
experiences with academic integrity education. Students described current online modules as outdated or
unengaging and expressed a need for more practical resources as well as ongoing support to navigate
academic integrity expectations. The previously outlined theoretical foundations, together with the collected
data, guided the development of scenario-based resources, including case-studies, interactive digital tools
such as an Al chatbot, and staff guides and training material. Student co-creators from diverse backgrounds
collaborated with academic staff to design, refine and test these materials for accessibility and relevance.

Preliminary findings highlight that student co-created materials improved students’ understanding of academic
integrity and increased their confidence in ethical academic practices. Staff also report greater ease in
integrating practical academic integrity concepts into their teaching. This work demonstrates how academic
integrity education can move beyond a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach, offering a scalable, equity-driven model —
supported by innovations such as interactive Al - that better serves the realities of today’s diverse higher
education landscape.

Keywords: Academic misconduct; higher education; students-as-partners; equity and inclusion; technology
enhanced learning; ethical decision making

References

Birks, M., Mills, J., Allen, S., & Tee, S. (2020). Managing the mutations: academic misconduct in Australia,

New Zealand and the UK. International journal for educational integrity, 16(1), 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-020-00055-5



https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-020-00055-5

ASCILITE 2025

Future-Focused:

Educating in an Era of Continuous Change

Bretag, T., Harper, R., Burton, M., Ellis, C., Newton, P., Rozenberg, P., Saddiqui, S., & van Haeringen, K.
(2019). Contract cheating: a survey of Australian university students. Studies in higher education
(Dorchester-on-Thames), 44(11), 1837-1856. https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2018.1462788

Cresswell, J. W. (2011). Educational research; planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and qualitative
research, 4th ed. In (Vol. 26). Portland: Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.

Devlin, M., McKay, J., McKay, J., & Shah, M. (2018). Facilitating the Success of Students from Low SES
Backgrounds at Regional Universities Through Course Design, Teaching, and Staff Attributes. In (pp.
73-95). Springer International Publishing AG. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-78316-1_4

Dockery, A. M., Seymour, R., & Koshy, P. (2016). Promoting low socio-economic participation in higher
education: a comparison of area-based and individual measures. Studies in higher education
(Dorchester-on-Thames), 41(9), 1692-1714. https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2015.1020777

Gravett, K., Kinchin, I. M., & Winstone, N. E. (2020). 'More than customers': conceptions of students as
partners held by students, staff, and institutional leaders. Studies in higher education (Dorchester-on-
Thames), 45(12), 2574-2587. https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2019.1623769

Locquiao, J., & Ives, B. (2020). First-year university students’ knowledge of academic misconduct and the
association between goals for attending university and receptiveness to intervention. International
Jjournal for educational integrity, 16(1), 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-020-00054-6

Locquiao, J., & Ives, B. (2024). Replication to first-year undergraduate students’ knowledge of academic
misconduct. Discover education, 3(1), 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-024-00190-y

McCabe, D. L., Trevino, L. K., & Butterfield, K. D. (2012). Cheating in college: why students do it and what
educators can do about it (1st ed.). Johns Hopkins University Press.

Tennyson, R. D. (2010). Historical Reflection on Learning Theories and Instructional Design. Contemporary
educational technology, 1(1), 1. https://doi.org/10.30935/cedtech/5958

Waltzer, T., & Dahl, A. (2023). Why do students cheat? Perceptions, evaluations, and motivations. Ethics &
behavior, 33(2), 130-150. https://doi.org/10.1080/10508422.2022.2026775

Webb, S. C., Lahiri-Roy, R., Knight, E., & Koshy, P. (2024). The intersection of geography, topography and
mindset: A nuanced understanding of regional, rural and remote students' tertiary education
participation in Australia. Australian and international journal of rural education, 34(3), 1-18.
https://doi.org/10.47381/aijre.v34i3.727

Gilbey, S. E., Chih, H. J., Marinovic, W., Hamamura, T. & Begley, A. (2025, Nov 30 — Dec 3). Bridging the Integrity
Gap: Co-designing inclusive academic integrity education for a future focused higher education landscape.
[Poster Presentation]. Australasian Society for Computers in Learning in Tertiary Education Conference,
Adelaide, Australia. https://doi.org/10.65106/apubs.2025.2727

Note: All published papers are refereed, having undergone a double-blind peer-review process.
The author(s) assign a Creative Commons by attribution license enabling others to distribute, remix, tweak, and
build upon their work, even commercially, as long as credit is given to the author(s) for the original creation.

© Gilbey, S. E., Chih, H. J., Marinovic, W., Hamamura, T. & Begley, A. 2025


https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2018.1462788
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-78316-1_4
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2015.1020777
https://doi.org/10.1080/03075079.2019.1623769
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-020-00054-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-024-00190-y
https://doi.org/10.30935/cedtech/5958
https://doi.org/10.1080/10508422.2022.2026775
https://doi.org/10.47381/aijre.v34i3.727
https://doi.org/10.65106/apubs.2025.2727

ASCILITE 2025

Future-Focused:

Educating in an Era of Continuous Change



	Bridging the Integrity Gap: Co-designing inclusive academic integrity education for a future focused higher education landscape

